
 

 

Saitama Traditional Performing Arts Festival: Ogano Kabuki 

Date and Time: Sunday, December 17, 2017; 1:00 p.m. (Doors Open: 12:30) to 4:30 p.m.  

Venue:  Saitama Hall (Large Hall)     

Performers:  Ogano Children's Kabuki Troupe, Ogano Kabuki Preservation Association 

 Ogano Kabuki: A Beloved Local Tradition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Performances 

               

                                                                          

 

  Nestled in the mountains, Ogano is a town to the west of Chichibu City in western Saitama Prefecture 

that is blessed with beautiful natural landscapes. Said to be a stage with all its residents acting as performers, 

the town is well known for its strong kabuki traditions. These traditions date back to the Edo Period (17
th
 to 

mid-19
th

 cent.), when kabuki spread rapidly from Japan's urban centers of Edo (Tokyo), Kyoto, and Osaka to 

the surrounding small towns and villages. At the time, kabuki was the closest form of entertainment to the 

villagers, much as television is for people today, with popular programs depicting timely events and famous 

people. Not only watching but also acting in kabuki was incredibly popular, and Ogano was filled with 

amateur performances by its own residents from the 18
th
 century onwards. Today, ten permanent kabuki 

stages are still located in Ogano, which hosts six to seven regular performances per year. Many costumes, 

wigs, and props both large and small are still created and maintained entirely by the residents themselves. 

Following the traditions passed down from the Edo Period, the residents play not only the role of the actor but 

also the producer, preparing all aspects of the performance, from makeup and choreography to vocal and 

instrumental music (including chanting and playing the shamisen, flute, and drums), themselves. Enjoy! 

◇ Traditional Greeting (Kōjō) 

 The traditional greeting before a kabuki performance (kōjō) 

is given by actors in splendid traditional costumes who offer 

thanks and congratulations for the upcoming performance. 

The greeting can also serve as a prologue by introducing the 

plot of the play. 

 

 

Performers: Ogano Children's Kabuki Troupe 

 

◇ First Performance: Dondoro Taishi no Monzen 

  (The Temple Town near Dondoro Taishi) 

   This performance is set in the Dondoro Taishi temple district 

in the Uehon neighborhood of Osaka. Oyumi and her husband 

Jurobei have traveled from the Tokushima Domain, where they 

were involved in the ruling noble family's internal strife, to 

Osaka, where they now live while searching for the noble 

family's stolen sword. One day, Oyumi visits the temple district 

and is shocked to discover that a young girl passing through on 

a pilgrimage to find her parents is her own daughter, Otsuru, 

whom she left behind in Tokushima years ago. Performers: Ogano Children's Kabuki Troupe 
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 Artistically portraying the sorrows of the handsome yet unlucky 

young samurai Kanpei is a difficult task that many actors have been 

eager to try throughout kabuki history. The archetypal role of Kanpei 

requires the actor to skillfully express Kanpei's deep affection for his 

wife Okaru, who sells herself in an attempt to save Kanpei, as well as 

Kanpei's heartfelt emotions as he is compelled to commit suicide due to 

a series of misunderstandings. The complexity of this role and the 

captivated gaze of the audience greatly inspire the actors, whose 

expressive articulation, skillful use of emotion, and nuanced gestures 

create a must-see dramatic performance. 

 

Performers: Ogano Children's Kabuki Troupe 

◇ Second Performance: Kanadehon Chūshingura     

  Kanpei Harakiri (Kanpei's Suicide) 

   Kanpei, a young samurai, desperately needs money to join a 

group of samurai aiming to avenge his late lord, who was 

unjustly forced to commit suicide. Kanpei's wife Okaru secretly 

decides to sell herself to the Ichimonjiya brothel to get the 

money Kanpei needs, which is entrusted to her father 

Yoichibei. The performance begins with Osai and Genroku 

arriving from the brothel to fetch Okaru. Upon discovering this, 

Kanpei is grateful for Okaru's devotion but inadvertently 

reveals he now has a wallet full of money. Kanpei actually took 

the wallet off a man he accidentally shot and killed while 

hunting the previous evening. Shortly thereafter, hunters arrive 

at the house with the body of Kanpei's father-in-law Yoichibei, 

and Kanpei begins to fear that he was the unwitting murderer. 

Kanpei's mother-in-law Okaya assumes that he deliberately 

killed Yoichibei to take the money, and the two samurai who 

initially agreed to let Kanpei join their group refuse to associate 

with a suspected murderer. Unable to prove his innocence even 

to himself, Kanpei commits seppuku (suicide) and speaks of his 

actions the previous night. Through his explanation, the full 

sequence of events comes to light, resulting in Kanpei dying in 

peace knowing that his lord will be avenged. 

 To avoid entangling her daughter in the criminal activities she 

has undertaken to help her home domain's noble family, Oyumi 

attempts to send Otsuru away without revealing the truth, only to 

follow her in an attempt to see her one last time before they part. 

Performers: Ogano Kabuki Preservation Association 

Portraying Kanpei: A Rewarding Challenge 

Performers: Ogano Kabuki Preservation Association 

 


