
It's the Dondoro Taishi temple festival day in Osaka.
A young girl named Otsuru is among the pilgrims.
Oyumi, a woman who lives nearby, and her husband 
Jurobei are living in Osaka and engaged in criminal 
activity on behalf of the noble family of their home 
domain Tokushima.

Ah, Myochin,
what's the rush ?
Slow down !

Kanpei,
I must
ask you...

What a lovely young
girl you are ! 
It's not much,
but here's a coin.

Are you
all by

yourself ?

Oyumi,
aren't you from
Awa yourself ?

Hello, you two. 
Feel free to rest here
for a while.

Money
for a pilgrim,

please !

Thank you
very much!

Fancy running into
you here, neighbors. 
Are you here to pray? 
I was just on my way
to the temple myself.

Perfect ! 
We'll go
with you.

Oyumi, 
look at that adorable
pilgrim girl over there.

She really is
adorable !

Otsuru

Oyumi
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Yes, I'm on a pilgrimage to search 
for my father and mother.
They left me with my grandmother 
when I was three, but I don't know 
where they went.
I'm from Awa in Tokushima.
My father's name is Jurobei, and my 
mother's name is Oyumi.

The more I look at her, the 
more certain I am that she's 
my beloved child!
But if I tell her, she might be 
in danger if I get caught 
playing a thief on behalf of 　
　　　　　　　　　　my lord.

Well, there are 
plenty of people 
with the same 
name in Awa, 
you know.

I feel like you could 
really be my 
mother ! Please let 
me stay here with 
you !

You're breaking my 
heart, little one, but 
you must take this 
money and return 
home.

I hope I find my 
mother soon !
I'm so envious of the 
other kids whose 
mothers help them 
with their hair.

Traveling all by 
myself, I've had to 
sleep in fields and 
mountains and 
sometimes scary 
people yell at me...

But if my parents 
were here, it'd all be 
so different!

Come here, little one. 
I'll help you with your 
hair.

You killed him to take 
the money, didn't you! 
And after we tried to 
raise money for you, 
you demon!
Give my husband back 
to me!

This wallet is 
why, isn't it !

Why weren't you 
shocked when you saw 
his body?
When you saw him, did 
he give you the money?
Did he say anything 
strange? Tell me !

Oh!?

Just then, two 
samurai arrive.

The money you 
gave us was 
gained by immoral 
behavior. We can't 
use it to avenge 
our lord, so we'll 
return it to you.

Yes, he killed my 
husband to steal the 
money we'd gotten 
from selling our only 
daughter!

Kanpei, someone else 
must have murdered 
your father-in-law and 
taken the money.
Then you killed the 
murderer!

I was overjoyed to be 
able to avenge my lord, 
but instead I've killed 
my father-in-law!

My mother-in-law,
have your doubts been 
cleared away?

Kanpei, before 
you die, I must 
show you this:

We've added your 
name to the official 
group avenging our 
lord. Your soul will 
be with us. You can 
rest in peace.

So Kanpei actually avenged 
Yoichibei by accidentally 
killing the murderer!

As if we'd use blood 
money to avenge our 
lord! You should be 
ashamed of yourself !

I tried to see if he had 
medicine on him, but 
instead there was 
money... even though I 
thought I shouldn't take 
it, I hadn't meant to kill 
him and it seemed like a 
gift from heaven! That's 
why I gave it to you.

Please hear me out! 
Last night, when I
was worrying about 
money,

I thought I heard a 
wild boar coming 
toward me and shot it, 
but it was a man ! 

Kanpei,
you acted too

quickly !

huff...

huff...

huff...

huff...
I will.

Oh,
my son-in-law,
forgive me!

Wait a minute...this 
man was killed by a 
sword, not bullets!

What ?
Show me !



After the untimely demise 
of his lord, the samurai 
Kanpei is living with his 
wife Okaru and her parents 
on the outskirts of Kyoto. 
He feels ashamed he was 
not present at his lord's 
death and needs money to 
join a group avenging him. 
Okaru's father Yoichibei 
went into the city the 
previous night to sell Okaru 
to a brothel to get the 
money Kanpei needs, but 
hasn't returned home.

Osai and Genroku of the 
Ichimonjiya brothel arrive 
at Yoichibei's house to 
take Okaru away.

A fight!
Watch
out!

Maybe
he had
another
errand?

A little
lucky?

That's
definitely his

seal !

Otsuru,
I'm your mother !
Otsuru !

Kanpei Hayano

Okaya

Okaru

Yoichibei
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Otsuru,
be careful 
on your 
way home!

Is Yoichibei not 
home yet ?

Why don't 
you hand 
over the girl 
we paid for !?

Let me have 
a look at that 
wallet!

My husband,
What shall we do? 
We should decide 
quickly.

I'll be going, then. 
Take care of my 
parents, Kanpei.

After Okaru leaves, 
hunters arrive bearing 
Yoichibei's dead body.

Take care, 
my daughter.

We found his body 
and brought him 
here ― someone 
killed him !

How can this be!? 
Who murdered 
him!?

Looks like you 
have no choice 
but to go.

Even though none of us 
has seen my father ?

What do you 
mean, you saw 
him last night ?

Well, that's that. 
Come with us, girl.

Then why 
were you 
making a fuss 
earlier? 

I wouldn't've yelled 
if you'd just said so. 

No, no, I saw 
him last night !

Was the man I 
accidentally shot last 
night my father-in-law !?

The wallet I took 
off the body was 
exactly the same 
as this one!

I asked him to stay the 
night, but he insisted on 
going home. I thought it'd 
be safer for him to carry 
the money inside his 
clothes, so I gave it to him 
in a wallet just like this 
one. 

Genroku, that's not 
what I meant. Here, 
look, we have 
Yoichibei's seal !

Are you 
trying to rip 
us off !?

We just want to 
get what we paid 
for and leave !

I give my 
daughter into 
your care.

Well, we've handed 
over the other 50 
coins. Come with  
               us, girl.

Where are you going 
in that palanquin? 
What's going on?

I'm grateful for your 
kindness, but you don't 
need to do that...
I just got a little lucky, 
after all...

Besides,
we don't even know 
if they really did 
give him 50 coins.

Anyway,
 I can't let them 
take you away 
before Yoichibei 
returns.

My son-in-law, Okaru decided to sell herself to 
get the money you need, and my husband and I 
agreed to her plan. Yoichibei went into town last 
     night to seal the deal.

Last night, he asked for 
the first 50 gold coins of 
the promised salary and 
seemed glad when I gave 
them to him. He said he was 
going straight home....

Genroku,
don't just sit 
there, tell them 
what happened.

I am Osai, the 
proprietress of 
Ichimonjiya.

  Oh, my daughter! 
Turn toward me one last time ! 
How could I have let you go 
without telling you I'm your 
mother !

We may never meet again.. 
so I'll follow you now!

It can't be!


