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“Schools in Japan, Japan in Schools” was first made in 2009 for students and their parents/guardians
who had recently arrived in Japan to help them better understand Japanese schools. For this update, the
content of the booklet has been revised, and while it was originally published in only Spanish and
Portuguese, it has now been translated into the same four languages that MoshiMoshi is published in,
including English and Chinese.

The booklet covers eleven different topics, including school events, school lunches, notices and life after
graduation. For those of you already in school, this might clear up some of your questions or explain things
you didn’t know. The updated version will be uploaded on the Board of Education’s website in March, so
please have a look.

“MoshiMoshi,” the “Aya & Musashi Workbook,” “Sainokuni no Do6toku (Moral Education)” and now,
“Schools in Japan, Japan in Schools” are all translated into Portuguese, Spanish, Chinese and English. If
. you haven’t seen these publications yet, please have a look online.
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'Read the key below and fill in the blanks in Hiragana. i
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A class to leam about the nature around you and
how to interact with others. @)
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Shoes used inside the school.
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An event includes activities like a short-distance race, (b)
arelay, dance and tama-ire (a Japanese ball game).
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Aclass for playing instruments and singing songs.
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A class for leaming about jobs, industries, land,
history and foreign countries.
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A class for leaming hiragana and kaniji, writing, and
reading stories.
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A class for leaming about cooking, sewing,
cleaming and other things necessary for daily life.
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(b) & LA DR EZRITHETT,
An event celebrating the students in the highest | (f)
grade graduating.
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Practice reading aloud.
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A board used for writing, drawing maps, etc. with
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School work to be completed at home. preog¥OElg VTS T (P) oSNNSV (D) |
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A class where you change into gym clothes and <SIBMSUY X >
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move around on the school field or in the gym.
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Lucas and Mari are playlng a game and talking:
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iLucas:  You have one ace and two jokers, right? An ace means you win and a
i joker means you lose. Next, I'm going to shuffle them so you can’t

. see. You can only see the back of the cards, right?
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 Mari: Yeah, that's right : 3 3
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iLucas:  Draw a card, Mari. Keep it facedown without looking at the front.
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1 Mari: AIrlght | did.
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rLucas:  You have one card face down. You don’t know if it's a winner or
! a loser. | have two cards, so I’'m going to discard my losing card. 1 O

! Now we each have one card. ‘?%
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'Mari: Yeah.
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5Lucas: So now we play. You don’t know which card is a winner, but | do.
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Marl Uh-huh. It's not fair!
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ILucas Well, in that case, let’'s change the rules so you and | can switch cards. You can decide whether
, or not to trade with me. What'll you do?
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i Mari: Huh? ...But, my card might be a winner...
. T b nwEEX
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iLucas:  I'll be happy to trade with you, even if my card’sa winner and even if it's a loser.
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i [/N5/EmF]  For elementary school students:
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i What would you do if you were Mari? Would you trade cards or not?
! Z#d % Trade #7220y No trade
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. Try preparing three cards and playing this game. Choose to trade your card twenty times and then!'
i choose not to trade twenty times. How many of those twenty games did Mari win when she traded!
1 cards? How many of those twenty games did she win when she didn’t?
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Which is the better choice, to trade or not to trade?
[E30]

RS 55 AF] Trading is better.  Z2# L 72\ 57238 Not trading is better.
n
EH L HED L2 They're both the same.
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It's better to choose to trade cards.

Lolth

(2)TEBRITR-THD LD E3, BELL ML 2 ORIOFERO T~ VT SABTHITT TT,
If you try it yourself, you'll see why. If you choose to trade twenty times, Mari should win the majority of the

games.
HV NED A A &\
(BN 2T 2 H AR BIEFETT D, FAUIREDZ ML L £ ;8. “.8." ;3.“
k=)
The correct answer is “trading is better.” We’ll explain why:
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Mary draws one card out of three, so her chances of drawing the winning card are one in three.
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At this point, the chances that Lucas has the winning card are two in three.
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Lucas knows which card in his hand is a losing card, so he’ll discard it. The remaining card has a two-in-three
chance of winning. So, if Mari switches cards with him, her chances of winning will double.
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You might remain unconvinced, and think that since there are two cards, they each have
a fifty-fifty chance of being a winner. But when you actually try this for yourself, choosing to
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trade will mean winning more.
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Try thinking about this with an extreme example. If there were one hundred cards, with
one winner and ninety nine losers, what would happen? Mari has one card from the
hundred. She has a very low chance of drawing a winner. Lucas threw out ninety eight
losing cards from the ninety nine he had. It’s ninety-nine times more likely that Lucas has the

winning card than Mari.
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Are you convinced when you think about this situation with three cards again?




