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“The 2024 Admissions Exam Q&A is now available in multiple

languages!
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Initially, the “2024 Admissions Exam Q&A™ found on the Saitama Prefecture’s homepage was only available in
English. However, from October of this year, the Q&A will be available in 4 languages including Portuguese,
Spanish and Chinese. It has also been updated to be easier to understand. You can access the Q&A from the link

below.

@ https://www.pref.saitama.lg.jp/f2208/ré6nyuushi-jouhou.html
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https://www.pref.saitama.lg.jp/a0306/kokoguidance.html

On Saturday, August 5th the “High School Admissions Guide for Foreign Students and their Parents” was held at
Omiya Sonic City. On the day of the event, 98 families, totaling 225 students and guardians from 20 different
countries participated, making this the largest and most successful event to date.
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The first half of the event provided explanations regarding high school entrance examinations, tuition, scholarships,
and “visa status” for those looking to work in Japan. In addition, several high school students gave presentations on
their own personal experiences.

For the second half, “Information Booths” were set up to offer private consultations to anyone with specific
questions. We saw a lot of people actively participating in the 15 prefectural high school “Information Booths”. As the
participants’ doubts and worries were addressed, we feel that they are now able to have a more grounded and hopeful
view of their academic future.

The material distributed during the “High School Admissions Guide” event can be found in various languages

through the link below.

https://www.pref.saitama.lg.jp/a0306/kokoguidance.html

SERDATHERARL, BIE2 K (FRIBAIE2 2 1H) (0, T CORBT A% ) Rl
S nET, £, WAICIES 8 ROBTHG b ) £T, WSO ARIE 1A B 4 D
e T Eé#nzig%&%z%ﬁé LHTEET, %

2 S A b TR R AT SN E T, IR T YO L R IS RV BETTOT,

BRI DR — L= ETHRRCH LIARHTELZHR L. [UCRDFRIZEZEATHTIIZI N,
Every year, the entrance exams for Saitama’s public high schools are held simultaneously across all schools
towards the end of February (February 21, 2024). Furthermore, there are 58 private high schools. The entrance exams
for private high schools are held in the latter half of January, as such, you are able to take multiple entrance exams if
the scheduling allows it.
During the 2nd semester, various schools usually hold information sessions. It is a great opportunity for you to get
to know the schools. We recommend that you check each school’s homepage to learn more about the schedule and

application procedure for the information sessions and take the time to visit the ones that you are interested in.
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Unlike elementary and junior high school (shogakko and chiigakko), high school in Japan is not mandatory. That
means that you will have to take and pass an entrance exam to be able to go to high school.

Saitama prefecture high school entrance exams are graded on the total sum of the points given in the following
categories: academic ability, school transcript, and the interview/practical test (the last two only apply to certain high
schools).

The academic ability exam will be held on February 21st and will cover 5 subjects:
Japanese Language, Math, Social Studies, Science and English. A maximum of 500 points

can be obtained (point distribution may differ by school).
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The school transcript is a document that your junior high school (chiigakko) sends directly to the high school and it
is generally divided into three parts: “academic record”, “extracurricular activities”, and “others”.

Only a handful of high schools actually have an interview/practical test.

The academic record is a sum of the total points for the 9 subject materials for each academic year. Each material
is given a score from 1 to 5. If you were to get 5 points in all 9 subjects, your total would be 45.

The “Extracurricular Activities” shows if a student has participated in any class activities, the student council,
school events or club activities.

The “Others” is for any certifications that a student has obtained in English, Math, or Kanji Examinations. Any

volunteer work and school absences will also be listed in this section.
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You may have heard that your grades in your 1st and 2nd years of junior high school are important for getting into
high school. That is because those grades appear in your transcript which is then used to determine whether or not you
get accepted into a high school.

The distribution of points in the transcript can vary from school to school.

The “2024 Saitama Prefecture Public High School Entrance Criteria” can be found on the Saitama Prefecture

website. Please check the link below for more details.

https://www.pref.saitama.lg.jp/f2208/r6nyuushi-jouhou.html
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Do not leave high school entrance preparations until the last minute. Set a goal

and use every second of your time in junior high school wisely.
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Japanese Language Quiz
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: Follow the example and put together the different kanji parts to form one kanji. Then write the kanji reading in:
i hiragana. i
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H%o4 X T2 e When bales of rice are placed in a triangle shape like this, it is called
Math Quiz A “suginari”.
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1 In a book called “Jinkouki” from the Edo period, there is a counting method called * tawarasugl zan”, used to countl
1 bales of rice. Using this method, it is possible to instantly count the number of bales of rice by reducmg the number of |
' rice bales by 1 each time the stack goes up. .
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What is the total number of rice bales? B
[
bales
kg A
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This is how you count the “tawarasugi-zan” way:
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5 i N 5 bales
Place the same number of rice bales upside down next to the original, just like the image on the left. If you do that,
you will have bales of rice in the bottom row. Now, each row has the same number of rice bales, and there are
_____rows. So, if we multiply the number of rice bales in the bottom row by the number of rows, the total number of
rice bales in the figure on the left is . Since the actual number of rice bales that we need is of that
amount, by calculating , we find that the total number of rice bales is
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There are 8 bales of rice in the bottom row * —ETFTOEOEKIT?
in the figure on the right. We are going to "
find out how many bales of rice there are. *BHL?
<Hint @&@D>
BATL *Place the same number of rice

@ [F¥ L8  Challenge] bales upside down.
B DD % How many bales of rice are in
the bottom row?
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We are going to find out how many bales of

% How many rows are there?

rice are in the figure on the right.
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By expressing the number of rice bales in the bottom row as n, O .. ORCK
\\zn/, L <Dd /}

nﬂﬁl n bales

we are going to find the total number of rice bales using n.
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What is the total number of rice bales?
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This way, the number of rows is the same as the number of rice
bales in the bottom row.

Bk b+2+3+4+5:15] 15 fa
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@ fE KT /k@ X 9128 2 %7, This is how you count the “tawarasugi-zan” way.
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Place the same number of rice bales upside down next to the original, just like the image on the left.

If you do that, you will have 6 bales of rice in the bottom row. Now, each row has the same number
5 1 { of rice bales, and there are 5 rows.. So, if we multlply the number of rice bales in the bottom row

5 bales 1 bale by the number of rows, 6x5, the total number of rice bales in the figure on the left is 30. Since the

actual number of rice bales that we need is half (1/2) of that amount, by calculating 30+2 we find
that the total number of rice bales is 15.
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In the figure on the right, there are 8 bales of rice in the bottom row.
We are going to find out how many bales of rice there are.

—FTOEOEMN MO L &, LF Ot & B8 BT,

[F CEDEE R & ICWRD L, —F TFTOEOHIT 9 E,
BIZSBEH LMD, T XTOEDOHKIZIX 8T, 7 214,

RKOHEOHIZ7T 22T, 361HE,

When there are 8 bales of rice in the bottom row, there are 8 rows in total. By putting the same number of bales of
rice upside down next to the original, we now have 9 bales of rice in the bottom row. Since we have 8 rows, we
multiply 9 x 8, totaling 72 bales of rice. The last step is 72 2, so we have 36 bales of rice.
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Let’s find out the total number of rice bales
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By putting the same number of rice bales upside down next to the original, there are now 17 bales of rice in the bottom row.
Since there are 6 rows, the total is 17 x 6, totaling 102 bales. To get the number we need, we calculate 102+2, which gives us 51 bales.

51 1

bales
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W p ‘\‘Lﬁ‘ the bottom row has n + 1 bales. Since the number of rows is

\¢ y\‘ U %Y equal to n, the total number of bales is n(n + 1).
: ’ The number we need is actually 2+n
nT n bales half of that, so we divide to total number of bales of rice by 2 )
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