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The 2022 Guidance for Admission to High School for Non-Native Japanese Students and Their Guardians was held
on August 6th at Omiya Sonic City.

Due to the ongoing Coronavirus, the event this year was limited to 2 people per group and by reservation only.
Despite the restrictions, 183 participants from 19 different countries attended. On the day of the event, 4 Senior High
School students presented their experiences with the entrance exams. We would now like to introduce you to 2 of
those 4 students.
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2nd Grade Toda Shoyo High School-Soliman Aiko

I was born in the Philippines to a Japanese father and a Philippine mother. Two and a half years ago, in December
2019 I came to Japan for the first time and enrolled in Saitama's junior high school. At that time, I did not know any
Japanese at all. Not only was I not able to understand my daily classes, I was not able to talk with friends or even
understand what was happening on TV. Not being able to speak Japanese prevented me from communicating with
other people, which also meant that I was unable to make friends.

All T could think was “We should have never come to Japan”, “I miss my friends in the Philippines!”, and “I want
to go back home”. It was a very hard time for me. Living a junior high school life like that was not very fun at all. To
make matters worse, I was also thinking “There is still a high school entrance exam, what am I gonna do?”, “At this
rate, I won't make it into high school”, “I want friends!”, and “I want friends who will share things with me!”
Struggling with all of these emotions, I was very anxious and felt overwhelmed.

I would often ask myself “What should I do?” Then one day, the thought “All I can do is study” popped into my
mind. From that moment, I began to study like never before.

To motivate myself to study even more, I would often think “Whatever it takes to make a friend!” Even though my
Japanese was bad, I was determined to not lose to anyone in English and that gave me a small burst of confidence.
During the supplementary classes in junior high school, a teacher was always by my side to provide help when I
needed it. There was also a class called “Japanese Guidance” which teaches grammar and kanji to students who
struggle with Japanese. The class was three times a week and it really helped me out a lot because they also provided
support for entrance exams. We had homework in that class too, so I would study for two or three hours at home every
day. Thanks to all of the teachers, I was able to slowly understand Japanese.

Then, I got accepted to Toda Shoyo High School, a school with a credit system. There were students there from the
same junior high school as me. I was able to make all those friends that I wanted so much in junior high school right
away in high school. I was so happy! Before I knew it, I had become proficient in Japanese and was able to
understand everything around me. Unlike my time in junior high school, my life in high school is a lot of fun. This
year we have the School Trip! I am so excited and I cannot wait!

My dream for the future is to become an English teacher in Japan. When I first came to Japan, all I could think
about was returning to the Philippines, but now here I am wanting to work in Japan. Utilizing both English and
Japanese, I would like to offer a helping hand to anyone struggling with the language like I once did. To make that
dream a reality I need to make it to university. I will continue improving my Japanese, and I plan on taking and
passing the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) N1 and I would like to expand my English.
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2nd Grade Fukiage Shuo High School-Ikeda Hirona

In April of my first year of junior high school, I came to Japan from Harbin, China. When I was in China, my
friends would often say that I was the lively and energetic girl of the group. After coming to Japan, I became the quiet
girl because I couldn't speak Japanese.

I chose this school because my teacher recommended it to me. But there is another reason. I met a girl the same age |
as me during my Japanese lessons in Konosu. She said that she wanted to come to this school and that made me want
to come here too.

I wanted to make new friends at school. I still wasn’t sure what I wanted to do, but I knew that I wanted to do
something that would help me with my future after graduating from high school.

Before the entrance exams, I was worried that I would not be able to make friends, that I would not be able to keep
up in class, that I would not be able to understand the teachers, and I was especially worried that I would not be able
to pass the Japanese language tests. There was a lot that I was worried about, but after being accepted to the school
and learning Japanese, | have gained confidence little by little.

I went to observe various school clubs, and after seeing how cool everyone on the Taiko Club looked when playing ¢
the drums, I decided to join the Taiko Club. We practice twice a week and we actually performed for the students
during the Cultural Festival. It was a lot of fun. After starting second grade, I have gotten very busy with my classes,
but I quite enjoy being busy.

I am also taking Japanese lessons online with the girl that came to this school with me. It is a
lot of fun to be able to learn Japanese with people from other schools.

This year, my school is starting a curriculum called [Japanese Comprehension] for first grade
students. Because I am in the second grade, I will not receive any credit for attending, but even
so, I have decided to voluntarily participate in order to continue improving my Japanese.

I am sure that everyone has something they are worried about. I was able to make friends, rely
on my teachers when something was on my mind, and now I am that same lively and energetic
girl that I was back when I was living in China.

Please do not worry about the future. Let’s give it our best together.
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Math Quiz ! Do you know about Halloween? Every year on October 31st, people make Jack |

1 O’ Lanterns, by carving out pumpkins, to decorate their houses. Children also dress up in 1

! costumes to get free candy! Now, let’s imagine that we are handing out candy to |

'\ children. !
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We are going to hand out the same amount of candy to all the children that come to the
house on Halloween.
If we hand out 3 pieces of candy per child, we will have 2 left over. If we hand out 4  ¥v¥ -#—-522>
pieces of candy per child, we will be 3 short. Jack O’Lantern
How many children came to the house?
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Let’s find out how the amount of candy changes every time we add one child.

FrHLnAE(A) | 2 3 4 5 6

Number of children

3BT SE S = (fE) 5
When handing out 3 candy (pieces)

4ETSEEB L E (E) |
When handing out 4 candy (pieces)

3ETOES L 2ERZ0 5,
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TAOEIL 3X1+2 TS (@) IR 5L,

If we hand out 3 pieces of candy, we will
have 2 left over. So, when the number of
children is 1, the number of candy equals
3x1+2, whichis 5.
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The amount of candy we have at
home should be the same even if
we hand out 3 or 4 pieces of
candy to every child.

LETHOEBEIERBY RS, FELDAEBD T ADEE,
TADOEIT4X =312 (E) 2% 544,

If we hand out 4 pieces of candy per child, we will be 3 short. So when the
number of children is 1, the number of candy is equal to 4 x 1 - 3, which is 1.
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Using table (1), we are going to calculate the number of children. A

children
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{ | We are going to give the same amount of candy to all the children that come to the house on 1
Il | Halloween. "
il | If we hand out 3 pieces of candy per child, we will have 2 left over. If we hand out 4 pieces of )
i candy per child, we will be 3 short. How many children came to the house? 1
- / I
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! Let’s find out how the amount of candy changes every time we add one child. ,
I N ; .
| Numberoreninen IR I R LI IR I i
. l/.—\ !/r-‘\‘ﬂ] !/-“\}'HJ I/N ;/—‘-\}J !
: 3BT -EB L E (fB) +3 +3 +3 43 43 |
1 Handing out 3 candy per child 5 8 | 14 17 2 0 o .
| (pieces) !
: MET B AL * (1) !
. Handing out 4 candy per child | 7 2 | e I
! (pieces) AN A |
I +4 +4 .
- I
P 3T -ES IR FELIIA X S :
: R 1 R FLLDAENSADLE,
(- EEBTAD 1 o St .
! HA5L. BL5T . BUSIEIEAZ T FADEKL R LI DDT.
I | If we hand out 3 pieces of candy, and FrHumABIISATT

we add 1 child, then the amount of

candy increases by 3. Only when we have 5 children,

will we have the same amount of
candy, so there are five children.

: METSBRBL 51, FLH8 | AMABYL BATADKIMET M AET. ;
! If we hand out 4 pieces of candy, and we add 1 child, then the amount of candy increases by 4. "
! &y o br ;
1Q ONHZREFESTFLLOABERDELL, .
1 Using table (1), we are going to calculate the number of children 5 children :
- |
I tp38025 weed .
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. FLEDABEXALLTE ZEL L. The number of children is x. !
AN E3TWLE AL RAT 1
' #2750 FRAEED EIHQ - RABERED ;
! Example process (D * *using a formula Example process Q- - - using a linear segment graph. |
I . . ; -
- AT OESREEDTADE=LET DB L IDTADK MBS OBeorrE . X . X _ X |
I Amount of candy when we hand out 3 pieces = Amount of 3 candy each - Dol ” ol s .
i candy when we hand out 4 pieces. 3x+2 |
. AT BT E 4 k 1
! 3x+2=4x—3 4 candy each X -7 T x -7 T X |
| 4x-3 ) ﬂ .
. TADE
| 3x—4x=—3-2 Pieces of Candy I
x=2+3 °*
I —x=—5 5 :
x= .
: 5 . A I
1 x=5 children ;
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Quiz with some difficult kanji related to autumn! Can you read them? Let’s give it a go.
Choose the correct reading of the kanyji to reach Saitamacchi.
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