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Saitama Traditional Performing Arts Festival: Japanese Puppetry  

Date and Time  December 7, 2014 (Sunday); 13:00 (venue opens at 12:30) 

Venue    Saitama Arts Theater Main Hall 

Performers   Nishiki Daiko-kai (taiko drum association, Kawaguchi City)  

   Shiroku Kushi-ningyō-za (puppet troupe, Chichibu City) 

   Jūshi-ningyō Jōruri Hozon-kai (puppet troupe, Minano Town)  

This year’s Saitama Traditional Performing Arts Festival presents two styles of Japanese puppetry: the Shiroku no 

Kushi-ningyō style from the Shiroku area of Chichibu City and the Jūshi-ningyō Jōruri style from the town of Minano in the 

Chichibu District. The opening performance will be hatsu-uma taiko drumming, a style from Kawaguchi, presented by children 

from the Nishiki Daiko-kai.  

 Program                                                      

Hatsu-uma Taiko Drumming (Performers: Nishiki Daiko-kai) 

 Hatsu-uma Taiko is a drumming style from the city of Kawaguchi.  

Puppet Theater: Gosho Zakura Horikawa Youchi: Benkei Jōshi no 

Dan (Imperial Palace Cherry Blossoms and the Horikawa Night Attack:  

The Benkei Jōshi Scene) 

Performance: Shiroku Kushi-ningyō-za   

Narrative Chant and Shamisen: Wakadayū Wakamatsu 

Plot Summary  Yoshitsune is a warrior of the Genji clan, which has just defeated the Heike clan in war. His wife 

Kyō-no-Kimi is the daughter of a major Heike figure, Tokitada. Because of this, Yoshitsune’s older brother Yoritomo suspects 

Kyō-no-Kimi will betray them and orders Yoshitsune to bring him her severed head.  

(At this point, the Benkei Jōshi scene begins.) 

Musashibō Benkei, one of Yoshitsune’s followers, 

proceeds to Jijū Tarō’s house, the place Kyō-no-Kimi is 

living during her pregnancy, but Benkei cannot bring 

himself to kill her. In order to protect Kyō-no-Kimi, Jijū 

Tarō asks Koshimoto Shinobu, a lady-in-waiting, 

to sacrifice her life in Kyō-no-Kimi’s place. 

Shinobu’s mother Owasa is also present, having come to 

the house to visit with Kyō-no-Kimi, but when she hears 

that her daughter may soon die, she pleads for Shinobu’s 

life. Owasa says that she became pregnant with Shinobu after spending one night with a mysterious man who left behind a 

single sleeve. Owasa is still searching for this man and does not want Shinobu to die before she meets her father. Suddenly, 

Shinobu is stabbed through a shōji screen and dies. Hiding on the other side is Benkei, who then realizes that he is the owner 

of the sleeve Owasa has and is therefore Shinobu’s father. He then speaks of his grief at killing his child before she could 

know her father, even though his loyalty to Yoshitsune demanded it. 

A scene from Gosho Zakura Horikawa Youchi: Benkei Jōshi no Dan 

Two people work together to move one puppet. 
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    Diagram of a Shiroku Kushi-ningyō Puppet  (Total height: 60 cm (~23.6 in))     Above: A Typical Performance Area 

Workshop (Presenter: Mr. Tsuguo Tochihara, President of the Saitama Folklore Association)  

This workshop features an easy-to-understand explanation of Japanese puppetry. 
 

Puppet Theater:  Keisei Koi Bikyaku: Ninokuchi-mura no Dan  

(The Love of a Money Carrier and a Courtesan: The Scene at Ninokuchi Village)  

Performance: Jūshi-ningyō Jōruri Hozon-kai; Jōruri Narrative Chant: Koshikō Takemoto; Shamisen: Komaji Tsurusawa 

Plot Summary  Chūbei, the adopted son of a family that owns an official money courier business in Osaka, has fallen in love 

with a courtesan, Umegawa. He uses gold entrusted to his adopted family’s business to free Umegawa from a brothel. (At this 

point, the “Scene at Ninokuchi Village” begins.) Chūbei, whose crime of stealing the gold is punishable by death, is chased out 

of Osaka with Umegawa. 

 They first arrive at Chūbei’s home village of Ninokuchi in 

order to say goodbye to Chūbei’s biological father, 

Magoemon, only to realize that news of their escape has 

already reached the village and that anyone who sees 

Chūbei will be forced to turn him over to the law 

enforcement. Chūbei and Umegawa soon discover 

Magoemon fallen on the road, having slipped in the snow. 

Umegawa cares for Magoemon in Chūbei’s place, saying, 

“You look just like my father-in-law.” Magoemon realizes 

that Umegawa must be his son’s wife, but they both know they must pretend not to know one another in order to protect Chūbei. 

Magoemon and Umegawa then speak of the pain this situation has caused them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A scene from Keisei Koi Bikyaku: Ninokuchi-mura no Dan 

Three people work together to move one puppet. 

 

 

Left: A stage decoration made in 1853. 

 

Right: A Jūshi-ningyō Puppet.  

Total height: about 1 m (~3 ft). 


